Scotland Island Rural Fire Brigade
Minutes of Annual General Meeting

Sunday 28 March 2010
Held at Scotland Island Fire Brigade, Kevin Ave, Scotland Island

1.
Commencement:
1400 hours
2.
Present:


Tim Byrne, Geoff Leeson, Kerry Borthwick, Jenny Winterton, Ian White, Brian Donohoe, Bob Bolton, Bob Blackwood, Rob Leeson, Don Dwyer, Bruce Healey, Linda Prisk, Jonathon Swain, Graeme Richmond, Karmel Patterson, John Christie, Wayne Gluyas, Bev Dwyer, Charlie O’Connor
3.
In Attendance (Terrey Hills Fire Control):

Keith Davies, Craig Geddes, Warren Green 

Apologies from Mark Casper and Scott Crosswell.

4.
Apologies:



Carla Byrne, Lauren Byrne, Steve Yorke, John Marshall, Scott Towers, Simon Lambe, Buy Towner, Jill Scott, Bill Gye, Cass Gye, Annette Ritchie, Netty Lodge, Carrie Towers, Jason Moodie, Sally Moodie, Melanie Marshall, David Wardman.
5.
Previous Minutes:

Unavailable (no Business Arising) 
6.
President’s Report:

Geoff Leeson presented a verbal report addressing the following:

· 2009 was a quiet year without serious incidents, although there were some medevacs

· Thanks to operational officers for the time and effort put into island activities, and meetings and other off island activities

· Thanks to two long term members who are moving off the island, Bev and Don Dwyer.  Don has been a Deputy Captain, First Aid Officer, Safety Officer, CABA officer etc.  Bev has been a Personnel Officer, Social Secretary, fund raiser.  She also worked in the kitchen sourcing food supplies during the 1994 fires.

7.
Captain’s Report:


Tim Byrne presented a verbal report covering the following:

· Thanks to Bev and Don Dwyer

· Thanks to John Christie for “stepping up”

· Thanks to Charlie O’Connor for service as Deputy Captain

· Thanks to all those involved in SIRFB especially Geoff Leeson (President), Kerry Borthwick (Secretary), Jenny Winterton (Treasurer), and Senior Operational Officers, Ian White, Graeme Richmond, Charlie O’Connor and John Christie
· A quiet year

· Struggling for members and time.  Two new members: Wayne Gluyas (20 hours prerequisite completed and booked in to BFF course; and Lauren Byrne

· Pressing need to encourage new members

· Need also to work on engaging the community more

· Training needs work (pushing people to undergo Basic Firefighting)

· 14 call outs with 

· one major, ie Newport boat fires

· 1 single boat fire at Clareville

· 1 MVA

· 1 chimney fire

· Fallen trees and storm damage incidents

· Medevacs- various.  Looking at further training of community first responders cf medevacs

· A couple of hazard reductions held (eg Elizabeth Park; Thompson St walking track)

· Community doorknock – awareness raising; assessing blocks re fuel load.  Fire Control has been sending letters to householders with high fuel load blocks

· 2010 plans include hazard reductions on Thompson St walking track, Hilda Avenue pile burns, Pathilde Reserve, Elsie Street etc.

· River Rats exercise had 8 members involved

· Training: re-establishing crew based training plus increased structure including a calendar, focus on back to basics, boat and village firefighting
· Involvement in Warringah/Pittwater focus group
· Fund raising 2009: winter dinners; Christmasd in July, Melbourne Cup; Watermarks (lunch and entertainment); music evening

· Fund raising plans 2010: winter dinners, Christmas in July, art exhibition etc.

8.
Treasurer’s Report:

The Treasurer tabled a report for the preceding 12 months to 31 December 2009 (attached)

Jenny Winterton advised that:

· 2009 had been quiet in $ terms.

· The Accounts had been audited

· SIRFB has 2 accounts (the General account and Account 2 for Social Activities)

Accepted [Moved: Ian White; Seconded: Tim Byrne
9. Election of Officers for 2010-04-05
The 2009 Executive stood down and Craig Geddes took the Chair.

Executive and Officers were elected unopposed and unanimously as follows:

· Captain: Tim Byrne (Proposed: Geoff Leeson; Seconded: Kerry Borthwick)
· Senior Deputy Captain: Graeme Richmond (Proposed Graeme Richmond; Seconded: Tim Byrne)

· Deputy Captains:

· DC2: Ian White (Proposed Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)

· DC3: John Christie (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· DC4: Simon Lambe (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Training Officer: John Marshall (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Equipment Officer 1: Steve Valenti (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Equipment Officer 2: Robert Leeson (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· First Aid Officer: Mandy Daher (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Safety Officer: Tim Byrne (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Station Officer: Bruce Healey (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· RFSA Delegate: Tim Byrne/Ian White (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· SIRA Delegate: Various as delegated by the SIRFB Committee (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· President: Graeme Richmond (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Vice President: Scott Towers (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Secretary: Kerry Borthwick (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Treasurer: Jenny Winterton (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Social Secretary (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
· Personnel Officer: Cass Gye (Proposed: Tim Byrne; Seconded: Geoff Leeson)
10. Fire Control Reports 
10. 1
Craig Geddes:
· Hazard reduction at Belrose – officer injured – fall and crush -0 no broken bones but lacerations

· Hazsard reductions in progress.  SIRFB members invited to participate in mainland HR’s

· Establishment of Community First Responder program

· Community engage: forums with Councils re risk management plan and community consultation

· Water response liaison with NSW Fire Brigade: join response to waterfront premises – mneed to establish procedures

· West Pittwsater RFB: new boat being fitted out (punt 9m x 3m and Cat 1 pump)

· My RFS: website available to members

· SIRFB mezzanine: Council advise it would require a Development Application and external staircase; OHS issues with current set up 

· Need to work on attracting members

· New staff at Fire Control: Cheryl Souter (finance, worker’s comp); Lindsay Flynn (equipment – hoses); Michelle Essinar (Community Safety)

· Potential Instructors: Contact Fire Control if interested

10.2 Warren Cree:

·  Reported on Group Officers’ elections

·  Thanked SIRFB for assistance

·  Provided feedback from mainland Brigades re May Firewise exercise on Scotland Island – valuable experience for them

·  “Bushies Ball” to be held on 24 July at Harbord Diggers – fund raiser for Welfare Fund – also sale of raffle tickets

·   Scott Crosswell is FC liaison for SIRFB

11. New President took up chair
Graeme Richmond took over chairing the meeting.

· Thanked all for attending

· Moved the following motion:

“That Bev Dwyer and Don Dwyer be made Life Members of SIRFB”

Proposed: Graeme Richmond; Seconded: Charlie O’Connor

Accepted (unanimous)

12. Closure:
1450 hours
